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PREFACE.

T*re five MSS, which have been used for the present
edition of the Vishau smnt: and of selected portions of its old
Commentary, may b~ divided 1ato three classes

1 Vi=Inda Offi e MS 515, V" India Offi e MSS 1544,
1545, and V3=Inda Office MSS 1246-48 Each of these
three Devanagart MSS  contans the text of the Vishnu smriti
together with the Commentary of Nandapandita (N ), called
Vaiyavantr  They are from Colebrooke's collection and appear
to have been written 1n North India about the end of the last
or beginning of the present century The very numerous
clerical errors, omssions and other defects exhibited by them
are mostly common to all the three, and as it1s tolerably
clear that they cannot have been copred from one another,
they must at least have been copied, either directly or very
nearly so from one and the same orgmal Of this rather
faulty codex archetypus V1, a neatly wntten MS consisting
of 5°6 pages (299 leaves) @ 15 Imes & 53 56 aksharas, appa
rently the copy used by Colebrooke mmself, would scem to
be on the whole, the best representative, but mn several places,
1n the'Commentary patticularly, the onginal readings have been
preserved 1n V2 and V2 *

¢ The statement towards the end of V13, 3% fymmmercey (v 1
i =

oI ) Quy  FEat 7
a1 Fnet sig=gui @1 whch has enabled me to fix the date of the
compos tion of the Vatjayant! at 1622 A D (scc the Introduct on
10 my translation vol VIT of the Sacred Pocks of the East page xxx 1)
Is fitly confirmed by the b ographical notices oocern 5g Naadapand 14
and his fam ly in the Intreducton to Mandl ks Vyavahiramayikha

and Y2 flavalkya ( Bombay 1880 )




2 PREFACE

2 V4, anexcellent Devanagarl copy of the Vaijayantt 1n
the possession of Dr Buhler, consisting of 476 page (239 le:vels;)
4 15—18 lines, z 40-—48 aksharas, weitten ‘sake 1775 ( ;
1853) pumyagrame’, and corrected throughout ~ As mught be
expected from jts southern orign, this MS » which was most
kindly and hiberally placed at my disposal by s owner, differs
considerably from VI, 10 which class, 1n spite of 1ts modern
date, 1t 15 infinitely superior 10 correctness nearly lhroughout:
1ts only 1mportant blemish consisting 1n the fact that the C;ﬂll
mentary on chapters VII—XV1I, 2235 entirely omutted, while
the Cammcmary onVand VI defective, and the comments
on 1 and 1M show also afew lacunz  The gentuneness of the
corresponding portions of VI8, which luckily enough are 1n at
tolerably satisfactory condition, 15 proved by their agreemen!
with the text of chapters T=XvI[ as given 10 V4, by their symp-
the remaining parts of the Com-
mentary, and by the reference which they contarn, 1 the gloss
on XY, 9,150 earlier work of Nandapandita A few other
Passages which are foung V3 by wanling 1n V4, viz, part
of the Introduction gng the final portions of those MSS,
€annot have formed part of the onginal work of Nanda-

Pandita, as pe g repeatedly seferred to n them tn highly
eulogistic terms

3 va Devanagar Arg of the text only, written sam [vat]
1807(A D, 1750), Probably at Benares 1 was kindly lent
to me, together wpp the three other India Office Mss, by Dr,
Ross  This Mg s 18 defective 1q many pa
watten, and the least vajuabye of all, though 1t is the oldest,

Besides thesa MSS, 1 haye collated the (wo hutherto printed
editions of the Vlshnu—sm;m This collation hasled to the
result that ghe sccond edition ( 2 )y published in Calcutta
1876 1a Pandn JtbAnandy's Dharmashsslm-sangraha. 1$ simply



PREFACE 3

areprint of the first Calcutta edition (C!), and that the MS
used for the latter, the evident faultiness of which had long
ago determined me to undertake a new edition, must have
belonged, on the whole, to the same class asv A very con-
siderable part of the false readings, &¢ , 1n Cl,~ has been traced
in that MS  Some of them are found 1n Vie-as well, and
there are a few other of specal between
CL2and V'3, such as the highly characteristic omisston of the
greater part of chapter LXXXI, and the equaily charactenstic
interpolation 1n LXV, 2 This ynterpolation 1s clearly duc to
apiece of the Commentary having crept into the text, and to
the same source may be traced nearly all the other interpola-
tons 10 C,2%, as well as the far less numerous nterpolations
which the MSS exhibit

The Commentary, which 1s 1n most cases a running gloss
on every word of the text ( T ), has not only enabled meto
trace interpol and and to blish the general
superionty of V# over the two other classes, 1t has also proved
an excellent check on the whole text i V¥, which has served
as basis for the present editton  In my endeavours to ascertata
as nearly as possible the reading commented on by Nanda-
pandita, 1 have naturally derived much aid from V-3 as well,
and even from C1,2 and from v, which latter MS has clearly
been copied like the rest from a copy of the Vajjayantl The
difference between the three classes 15 nowhere so marked as
to constitute them so many different recensions

Readings opposed to the tenor of Nandapandita s Commen
tary (C ) have generally been given 1nthe notes oaly, the
only important exception to this rule bemng the Vedic Mantras,

*Seer g,the critical notes on V 91,104, XI, 8, JLVI 2,
XLIX 6 LXIV, 37, LXVIII, 16 LXIX, 3,5 LXXV, 2 3



4 FREFACE

many of whi b sppear 10 have been ftered and corrupted at
avery exrdy peniod  For amending these 1 have fully availed
myselt of the help afforded by the extensive nnalogous sechons
of the hathala Geihya stir1 and n same cases, by the Vedic
Sawhuds and by the Brihmanag  The Mactas 1n xXLvil,
9,10 have been left as they are, because, though traceable to
the White Yajurveda, they may have been rtemodelled 10
order (o adapt them to the partieutar sacafica! rite deseribed
i chapter XLYHL  Violwions of the laws of samdiu have
been canstantly corrected in the Mantras, but not elsewhere,
where they may be viewed as archaisms  The numerous and-
Togous and 1dentical passages in the other faw books have been
carefully pared, and have fly determined my
chorce between the several tradiional readings, bat I have
very rarely admutted 2 readung from them, whatever 5ts itrinsic
ments, if 1did not find 1t 10 one of my texts as well, orif it
was decidedly opposed to Nandapandita’s comment An
equally sparing use has been made of the numerous quotations
from the Vishny smrite to be found in most other commenta
res on Jaw works Among these, Apararka's Commentary
on Yaphavalkye smpitt {Ap ) has been preferentially used,
both on account of its comparative antiquity, and because 1t
comas 8 greater number of quotations from the Vishqu
sy, than all the other Dharmantbandhas, Ilnow, taken
together  Unfortunately Aparirka does not shaw humsell more
accurate 10 mahing quotations than Hindu yunsts geaerally are,
and among the passages taken from the Vishau smruts are
several which he quotes in confirmation of ore doctrine 10
one place, and in confirmation of a totally diffesent decteins
10 another place  Readings found 1n the works of Aparirka,

) and ¥ have been sub for those
gven by Nandapandita 1n foar or five cases the only impor

tant one of which will be found 1 the chapter o debis (V1
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38,39) It remums toadd that in a certamn number of mostly
quite irrelevant cases Nandapandita’s reading have been
discarded n favour of readwnes fousd 1w MSS or prints of
ons or several among the three classes, simply because the
former seemed decrdely less sutable, or less certain, than the
latter But while I had from the first been very distrustful
of my own discernment 1n this respect, a repeated examination
of the whole text and commentary has caused me, before
sending this edition to the press, to restore the readings ap-
parently guaranteed by the authority of Nandapandita even
10 several places, where 1 had rendered different readings 1n
the translation 1t 1 to this cause that the majonity among the
corrections subjoned at the end of this Preface ( page 7) will
be found to be due

The Crutical Notes gwen under the text will show how the
principles explained above have been worked out  They com-
tam all the vv 11 of the MSS and of C,* excepting palpable
clerical mistrkes and musprints, and a few shight omussions,
and those among Aparirka’s vv Il which agree with one of the
tradstional readings By quoting all hus and his brethren’s vv 11,
1nteresting as they are, the apparatus criticus, already extensive,
would have been swelled beyond reasonable proportions

In making the extracts from the Commentary, which have
been added at the foot of each page, I have aimed above all
at brevity, gwving for the most part no more than what scemed
required 1n order to Justify the way n which the more diffi-
cult passages have been rendered 1n the translation, and omt-
ting all the extraneous matter, to which th= great bulk of the
Vaijsyantt, justly called an entwe “body or digest of law™ by
Colebrockea,® ¢ mamly dve  The pomerns Qouotations from

* Misc Esays, I, p 487,
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other law books, n patticular, have nearly all been left out,
because full references to the analogous passages in the
Smritis of Manu (M, ), Ya)tiavalkya ( Y. ), Apastamba and
Gautama, all of which are generally accessible through the
medium of rehiable editions and translations and are very 1me
portant fora night understanding of the present work, have
been given m the faotnotes to the translation,*

The Anukramamka has been taken from V4, with modifica-
tions and additions

The first Index contas all the more remarkable terms
oceurning i the Vishag smriti, especiatly those terms { 1nclu-
ding a numbsr of epithets of Visting and of remarkable com-
Ppounds ), which ara esther not given at allin the great Peterss
burg Drctionary, or to which 1t hag become necessary, 1n the
translation and notes, to assign other, or more special, or more
closely defined meanings, than those Bivenn that standard
thesaurus of Sansknt words The upwards of 370 words, of
which the Index is made up, will go farto prave that the
Vishnu-smrty 35 Perhaps hardly s important for the purposes
of Texicography, thap for the study of Indian Antiquities

* The Mantras are as 5 e N0t explained by Nand, For
e ::::e;m-mh's iny o the ‘ll(j‘hahgdhya-bhz!lﬂ'“

The new meann,
B ctrtam number of

But their correctness
of Nzndapandlla, Safikara, Styana,
nlators, whose sta |, have part-

o such modsen mnd bighly aruficial
<ompontiony gy the Vj; of the preseny work  For 2

detailed Attempe ay Sutinguishing the modern aceretions o the Vishna-

sooritl from (he OTiginal stack, ye. the T, .
(n Sacred Bogy of Ihe Em: - v[e! )nlmdu 1on 1o the Transtation

other native comme;
cular welght for the Inge,
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The most important among the words contained 1a the first
Index have been communicated by me at various times to Dr
von Bohtlingk, and will be found inserted in thesr places i
the hitherto published fasereuli of fus new Dictionary, but jt
has been thought adwisable to annex, at least, as complete a
fist of this kind as posmible to the present publication, asa
full Index of all the Sansknt words contaed 1n the Vishnu
smritt would have far exceeded limits assigned to 1t

The second Index contains the Pratikas of the Vedic
Mantras quoted or referred to 1n the Vishnusmnti Those
places 1n the Samhutds and other Vedic works, where the entire
Mantras in question may be found, have been 1ndicated in the
Notes to the Translation *

It remains for me to express my stncerest thanksto Dr
A T, Rudolf Hoernle for his great kindness 1n charging him
self with the final revision of each proof I was notable to
correct the proof sheets more than ence myself, because they
had to be sent out from Indsa

J JOLLY

Wurzburg dpril 2nd 1881

*Cf Vol VNI of Sacred Books of the Tast, Ed Max Muller,
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